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The flat exte ﬁstmwi

the upot@”e Timit of e pla L
from st uaai@ color 1s pale blue,
like & ( sky. On the flat is color-
fully g the receding ! stre of & “u“Oﬂ
town. The ;o gpective of T valnting is periun :
so that when an actor gets near the flat, the Jligsion
is at once dispelled, and the man towers over the

>uilding. The style of the painting is thet of the
skeacmd, ' weterless water—colors which heng over
motel beds.
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The remalzlﬂg one-third of the upwtmgo area 1s
filled by a rectangular cage, large enough Ior a man
to pace abouc in, mounted on & ouom”oo+ pletform.

The front wall of bvars of this cege 1s notv {lush with
the flat,but slants tow down=-left (i.e. Jn towa
the audience). As the interior of the crnge forms
ancther playing-area, the position of the ghould
he such that all parts of the ge ar , visiblc.
This must not, however, be achicved by cultaway wa?l~
or ceiling: the cage must ar b i

cnclosure,

Jutting out from the onstage front corner of
a sort of gibbet from which a clean wnild ¢
At the end of the rope is a shiny red wooder

. whose vniform, hat,stick and
mustache dll gl@ly suggest a London Bobby (tou
there is noth ng particularly 2ritish about his
leans against 1}, downstage wall of pars. |
(hands behind back, =ole of one foot up ¢
wall of bars), he fazces the audience. 7
to the moment when the CONDBELNED AN bes
he puckers his lips and wags his head in ti
whistling - but he prod no sound. He resuies
soundiess whisgtle witl i prompiness whenew
tﬁe J/um”' 5 J pauvsges for brea
5 off each tine ikl
int, cnze\fwt‘ <1o 35
sgtion whic

Lfﬁom1oxoc% to speak
“Wa“e of the vnassi
Teveri ”L‘L‘/ clutebine

girs to address to
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sow the question was, how were they going to get me here from the
City of Justice. Thousands of peasants were mulling around the

T

National Highway, each one of them with a pitchfork he wanted ne

£y =

at the end of., They'd have tumbled an armored car, they'd hove
made swisscheese of a hay-wegon. So: what was the goverament going

to do?

i

oy

One of the judges had a suggestion. V"I'1l tell vou what,

ne sald, "I'll tell you what." And the suggestion was this, th
they bundle me into a laundry truck and drive through under the
reasants' noses; which doesn't sound sensible, but the men knew what
he was talking about. Jecause the peasants assumed that whatever
their government undertook to do,it would do in & druns-and— Trunpets

L of way; so when this plain laundry truck beeped at thnem, they

o
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o]
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3
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Just shuffled on to the soft-shoulder. 5o vou have to give the man
credit. In fact, the more I think about it, the more convinced

I get that it was he - that same devil of a judge - who Tigured

out this...

(indicating the cag

”Q

se )

thing. Wone of the others had the imagination: 014 ITrelawney

with his salt-water gas-mask routine; Colonel Finchwit, who waltches

the strappado the way people watch a bhullfight - I know the: all,

1

I've worked with them all, and they h wven't the lmagination.

T

oy e i o o} - ¥ - - © exeytr | R I T8 A Y s
ereas Tthis new men - I say "new" because T'd never o

oen him $ill

t41]
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chat day - this new man sat the whole sine

and you could see the mind going like a pair of scales.
3ut that's not all, I haven't told the whole story. 1L 1 do,

I just point out a few riore things, you'll see why I

°

that my truck-ride goes right along with this...

(indicates the cage)
arrangement here. In the first place, The truck was oven at the
back -~ just a loose canvas so people couldn't see in - and nobhing
to hold on to, so that if we'd once stopped short, I'd have gone
‘1vlwg out like a pinkall in & pinball machine. ‘ow as I wasn't

ttered or anything, you might think that would be a £ood thing



for me, 3But if you think that, you're not visualiszing the situa-
tion, you're forgetting about those peasants smoldering around

"

out there, stabbing at the trees for practice, Ho, there was
no need for fetters, and that devil of a judge knew it. What
he had done was to forge me chains from the possibility of freedonm:

5

ny death-sentence was assured by ny opnortuniiies for life.

Y 3 3 A P - P I B A S, s LR Ea F W
Which 1s what makes me say, regarding that truck-ride, that it
was all of a piece with this...

(indicates the cage)

contrivance, znd most likely it was that devil of a judge who
dreamt up the one and the other,

4

Well, I'm talking through ny hat a little when T say I never
thought about escape. I did think about it, I did caten nyself

thinking, Look: they're only men out there - however mnany .,

nowever vicilousg, they're only men, 7T was COﬂQaPiﬂg them, you

see, with the Trelawneys and the Pinchwits of this world, vecause
alter you've been put through the salt-water and stranpado, you

can't get too worked up over a pitchfork., and so on, that sortg

of thing; to secure nyself against which, I nut the case

way, I said: T"Imagine each one of those peasants is o giant slug

(I've @ woman's terror of slugs); imagine the National
is at this moment crawling with numberless slugs:

went to get out there with then?" That checked me, and then a
gust blew the flap open for a moment, I had a view of murderous
peasant faces, and then I didn't have to think sbout the plugs
any rore.

To get off that. They had me here by three in the nmorni

out of the truck, into the cage before a pair of lovers embraci

over at the fountain could tell what was happening.
Fow 1f you want to understand what's become of ne since then,
you have to take it by stages. The first week, 1 never took my

eyes off the rope. [ someone came within ten Teet of it

to compose myself for the next world.

here wag nothing in 1ifle

for me but fear; and you know what I had a particular fear of?



Children. T could usually frighten them away by roaring lixe
an nal, but you have to slee upposce that s I sleep,
a small girl gives the rope a should a girl do

vedl, she 'g

bars 1n the Great
it

are
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not likely the chil
likely she would just fe
see ropes, they liwe to

glove

gnt run her
down my life. If you

I
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Justified beyond the

3ut now, just think for

as the of a

With a1l

conseguence
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nis about
what
happened every night of

small
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were lighted, a
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he were afraid he mig
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ort before the cag
this

up
you won't believe
some grotesque
that hell
ab@ut, he had the ro

neclkl

every night of
was

hi a
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(gesture)

loosening his grip just

sit through that half a
each time, of course he

my being so beautifully

way before, nobody ever
tinme with
Well,

take me

and keep

that was h

Long to realize

-

uO 01,111

that rope! W

along

can

might have happened

the evil

niewrd Papa speak of a bogle they keep behind
» and 1f you pull a certain rope... 3ub
d would remember all that, it's more
el like it. There's a rope: children
pull them. 3o, as thoughtles
an area ralling, the 1little

take it the right way, it’

b

of the Tribunal to &
nt!
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nover
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chat one's death should come
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& mome
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inconseguence!
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thatfi

children, I'm not jus about
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aflfte

tallking

telling you wheat happen. ‘hat

~

irst week., Just er the etreet-lamps

e

y would come racing down the street as if

R e

not make it by closing time, pull

examine me like a painting, and then -

then he would drop me a curtsey. Notb

bit of gaminry, but a quite elegant dance~turn,

I knew what he

runni

ish week., Then, before

s
3 4

it ah

s
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ve 1in his hands, he was ng throw,

ace, and every now and then - jerk! jerk!

at the last moment. 7ell, you try and
L
hundred times in an hour: he s0t a rise
. D T/ \
did, and I think thats what he 1i
predictable., He'd never seen & nan that
had. Crowds gathered to watch me try

impulses of that child, Officer!

ell, no other word describes it, but it didn'+
an amazing thi Ho one was ever going
ny should they? Those people had a good thing
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going, and if there's one story the peasaniry of this country

tnows, it's the story of the golden goose., You know

were acting like? They were scting like a lover who

uts off consummation becsuse the consun

and toys o
the end of the kicks. 8o, like the mistress, my attention began to
wander,

You see what I'm getting at: it was
) ]

to go on believing in all the danger. I nesn, what would have

been the point? Instead, as I say, I began to let my attention

wander a 1ittle., Ther

o
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3
)
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walt to sta fft?lnmlﬂ‘ about., For
Now, all I had been told was, "Anyonre can pull that rope; and

if someone does, you die." The manner of desth hey didn't specify,

and you can see why not. It would have been - as that

devil of a judge well knew = 3ll I need. 3ecause I can prepare
to hang or drown, to die this or that death; it's death ceneralls
hang or drown, to die th r that deathy; it° 2th generally

speaking one doesn't find the help for.

»o: 1 began to speculate, How would it work? The firet thine
56 i 4 &

ﬁ
)
o)

I did was to examine the cage, 1o see what sort of mechanism
rope hooked on to., But as far as I ecould see, the rope didn't
hook on to anything; it just vanished into = hole. Well, what
were gsome other possibilities?

(miming the mechanisms as he describes themn)
Perhaps the walls would slam together to mangle me, Perhaps a

network of spikes would rise out of

’L.‘i

3

ve electrified. Perhaps

Ky 5

bars couid

N Ay S e 3 N - ] "
to admit a poison snake. Perhaps -

suddenly the POLICEL - 1% mus* be clear
his starting has no relation whaﬁ ver to JLLL“@ the
GO \ has been doing or saying - and pulls out =
He panics when he sees the tine. Raising

nms jids his 11@&, cheeks rec and eyes bulging

4
he blows - but soundless blasts - and runs off,

mwouné to make sure he
tween the bars and e
Tusﬁ as his LlﬂEOT“ uicme

Crotting

e

o
-
e
v
it

en cautiosly x
nold of the row@”s
around it, enter the




The CONDE:

the end of a strin
arm back into Lhe 's:

b
af (

HOOLIGAN
(stopping short before the cage)

<7 8

You're the one it kills if I pull the rope%

tomst

T am,

HOOLIGAMN

You want to tell me how?

5D AN
What do you mean, "how"? How do I come to be here? You're old
enough to know about the Revolution, but trere's certain revolutionary
activity you would never hear azbout. I'm referring to the sessions
of the Grand Tribunal. I suppose you've wondered from time to tine
what goes on inside those gates. Well, I could tell you - speaking
row not just from my experience ags a prisoner, but as one of the
prime movers behind the operation. I can say without exa aggeration,
that's what I was! On the Day of the freat Levelling, I shot the
King's armadillo, what do you think of that? Shot it, and waved
on the mob with its severed tail, like a banner., Then, when we
got things to the organizational stage, I, in my canacity of

subprovost -

HOOLIGAY

How the rope would kill you, is what I want to know.

CONDEIT

LA

Oh, is that 1t? Vell, I really couldn't say. Let me £o back
wnd try to reconstruct things for you. This judge never got
around to nutting on his skull~cap, he had it in his fingers the

whole time, and he said, Subprovost: you have given untold onain -

this to me, from that devil in a skull-cap, even o0ld Pinchwit

had to smile,..well, anywaye.. - you have given untold pain, and
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now untold pein shall be given you. You shall be conveyed into a
cage erected upon the Great Sguare of our Capital City. To this
cage 8 rope shall be Tixed which any oagserby wishing to uncertake
your chastisement may pull. If and when psulled, *the rope dispatches
fle didn't say how. However, if you'd be interested to
the courses ['ve been able to enumerate -

HOOLTGAY

interested to see.

p
{ ey Al o o
(reaching f

supnose L

Tou just keep your hands

HOOLIGAW

The chesk of that! you doing, telling me to keev my hancs
r) o o A of
off? The judge said "anyone'", didn't hev
The judge said, "anyone'
Well then?
ART
EEWA
"Anyone, " the judge said, gers into his skulleap

Jut you can see no hes should

one

3

ever done to you? I've never seen

Joud

What has T

so I put

Pry el
01T
VRS

wanted

L

to

see

her throug

the dust, nile after nile hinmpering and dying because she

9 3 e
get her breath, It is interesting to see a cat die. I want
see o man die.

HIAN

Yo acum! You acenm! I will not receive v death =t the
rou sceums  you scums L will not receive my death at the
such secum!

coulan't

{o




HOOLIC

Will 1f I choese. And, you know, I do choose

(advancing toward rope)

AN
In my time, I onut boys like torture. Such boys wey
bled! I have bled the life boys!

HOOLIGAN

(his hand on the rope)

Well, then, you won't be getting any worse than you gave.

'\‘( ,«\x e

v

0pado.

—
}»t‘

n ny time, such boys were put to the zaltwater and st

AO0OLIGANW

(turning back, interested)

T

LN

Saltwater and strap-pa-do.
HOOLICGAN
the pronunciation)

- . ) s
Whiech is what?

trap-pa-do.

m
\s

Which 1g =

(lowering his voice so that the
obliged to drop the rove and come n
) ) s

Strappado when you tie a man's wrists behing 3e6,

is
and then hoist him up so's to dislocate the shoulders, They

scream and screamn,

HOOLIGAR

The subject, the one vou're workin

dow do you know about all this?



30 quick to dispatch me and »ot even know my crinev

(“he HOOLIGAW is
L mean, the crime that's been laid to my account

any crime; 1it's nmy to thank

[n
{(The i

to the rae@@)
A1L right! You asked how I know sbout the tortures? Cood. T ecan
see I'm going to have to tell you what I really was. vou didn't

the suborovost and the arnadillo,

w1 T tell you my instructions,
were, to get the reguired information any way I could. Do you

see what that means,"any way I could"?

HOOLIGAR

Jdell, 1f you're such big brass, what are you doing in there?

50 gulck to dispatch me,ond not oven know the circumstances of my

arrest? HNow that's really surprising. I had thought those colleap

mine would make sure everystreet-boy heard shout it. Jecause
¥

they knew they were going to have to make my cullt oretty plain

ney were going to get the people out from behind me. Hothing

short of that would do it. So for a long tine I was sb

*f

to keep

to the safe side of their jealousy; because if there was one thing

I clearly was net, 1t was the thing they were trying to make me

out: a traitor to the revolution. But they found a way to trip
up my heels in the end. Now you listen.

(is before, the HOOLICAN!

back to the rope, but this time the COND
too involved in his story to notice.)

s attention is wande Tlﬁé
D AN is

On the sixth of Cctober I received a telephone call from someone

whoe claimed to be the Commandant of a counterrevolution

QYINY «

As we possessed no evidence for the existence of such an army, I

I ran the Directorate of Poiice. ZUDDOSE
koow what that involves, hey? Ilay,s 1

ues

didn't know what to think; I said to the nma ., "Lodon't believe you, "
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e said, "To prove that ny arny not only exists, bul is at present
P

within striking distance of the Capital, I shall now order two

artillery pieces to bhe fired off."

i o artillery retorts are heasrd. The
starts OAQ wheels across the stage; the JLMH
does not appear to have heard the retorts.)
And no socner had he spoken than two pleces asetually were fired off
somewnere in the viecinity of the Capital. You could hear the
retorts. The Commandsnt now went on to say, that

were impregnable and his weaponry nmatehless, it we

my attenpting resistance. I preparations for anj

jo
]

should be detected - and the Commandant claimed that

of information were more than adeguate - [ would,

-

asgured me, suffer assassination later that afternoon. If, on the

&

ther hand, I would be willing to throw in my lot with the

counterrevolutionaries, I was to give evidence of ny comp

o

by appearing at ten the next morning in the lounge of a well-known
coffee~house. And having said that, the Commandant hung up without
giving ne a chance to repl

{The HOOLIGAW has recovered himself and is novin
toward the rope again.

Well, I had to go to the cc wuse, didn't 17 Aside from
just letting myself be killed - and I could see no advantage in

that - what else was there to do? If I wags to dissuade or
apprehend the man, 17 I was to somehow rescus the Revolution,
I had to keep myself alive., 1 don't say that since then I
haven't thought of other ways of doing that, but at the time I
could see no alternativc to keeping the sppointment - which shows

my colleagues' ingenuity. It had all been their doing, of course,
and no sooner had I set foct in the coffee-house than T found
myself under arrest for collusion. My colleagues had tapes of

the rigged phone conversation and could now claim to have surprised
me keeping the treasonsble rendezvous therein appointed.

The "Commandant" - it must have been Pinchwit with a cloth over

the receiver -~ was of course never apprehended, though a great

show was made of destroying eneny positions near the Capital,



The decertion was just gross enough., ©Pried and disgraced, bustled

here with this ingenulty on ny head, I haven't a thing to hope
and everything to fear from the citizenry and the nation. The

1.

olleagues have gaired thelr end.

nond closing around the rope)

You sald something sboutbt ssltwater?
CON AN

What?

nOCLIGAL

Before yvou got on to the stranpado, you were saying something

about sslitwalter.

A

HOOLIGAN

(working the rope in his

I think you'll waat to go into that...

CONDEINED HAN
saltwater, yes, that is for subjects of extreme difficuliy.

o the face and pumy in saltwater - which the

o+

You tie a gasmask
¥ compels the subject to swallow - until the abdomen begins
swell, You then strike the distended abdemen with mallets.

(The MOOLTGAN's eyes glean.)
But as I say, this technique is used only in cases of extrenme
difficulty. In general we go after the soles of the feet and the

R

private parts. You know what I mean by "private partst?

H00. LIGARN

1y L do! iow did you get into this line of work?

HOOTLIGAN

Uhe  And how does it happen that yvou're here
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I've all this time been tell 1nqﬂoa'

HOOLIGAN

find, why should I mind? As I say, there was the jealousy of ny
colleagues, and then there was my refusal to comply with certain

he “

directives of the (Grand Tribunsl which I considered -

HOOLIGAN
Tesy, well, as I say, I'm rather a slow type, but I'1l tell you
one thing about me: I'm a patriot, truly devoted to ny country,
that's the sort of young fellow I am. 30 when you say you don't

go along with the Grand Tribunal, I know where ny sympathies are
[ o] o S

<o

o~
v

going to lie. Being a patriot, you see. Being that sort of
young fellow, 5o what I say is, now we've hurned the rascals
cut, let's turn the rascals off.

arm to yank down the rope. The
S away.)

Aren't you curious g bit?

very much so. Because I've just had a thought.

‘U\) (,uti‘

Ch, have you? What would that ve, now?

CONDBIITED

Only this: I was just wondering, how can vou be sure the oulling

J
siiat rope won't serm; free?

FOCLIGAN

[ —
T %

%é

"
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CONDEMNED IIAN
Oh, ves, the judge said. But the judge is a torturer and ['m a
torturer, and shall I tell you the torturer's rule of thumb ¢
"Give your man - Or woman - or Doy -
(The TOOLIGAN shrinks away.)
the prospect of death, but never anything more than the prospect.

o - S ; A .
Tever the release. Fever the coup de grace." Now, 1f I had you

in ny studio =
HOOLIGAN
(getting a little nervous)

Yes, but you don't. I've ot you. I can do vhat I want with you.

ATy
Ll

Por the moment, yes, you can. ZAverything's different when you

opull that rope., I mean - it's possible. I don't know. I thought

the judge an ironical sort of judge. 1 thought I could malke out

a gleam of fellow-feeling in his eye. I may be wrong. Or then,

I may be right. Perhaps 1f jaws rise out of the earth, it will be
you they'll carry off. DPerheps I'll be set down safe and sound.

Then I'11l have ny will of you, young fellow. I'll talke you to
ny studio. T1'11 show you around...

(The HOOLIGAN, terrified, screams hysterically ﬂnd
and runs off. “he CONDELIED looks after hi UW’ ou
his expression graduslly lightening as he realls
HOOLIGAN is not coming back. Eor a mq(eqt the C
MAT settles back, relieved. Th wg 1D e @mh@rlnt
something, he bounds to the fron + of the cabv, looks
all directions; having assured himself that no one is

coming, he cautiously reaches out and takes the handle
of the rope in his hand and fingers it.

Inter the WIPE of the COHRDXH
sort of sna eskln %drdOﬂg, She stops short when she
seeg the CONDILIUED HAN with the rope in his hand. The
CONDEINED MAN hold out the rope toward her.)

i
4

4

ED MAN, carrying some

No one knows T can reach it. Or perhaps they all know. What I
don't know is, was I meant to be =2ble to reach it.
(lets the rope slip through his fingers)

It's maddening.,
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3

snould think the whole thing would be maddening,

re
Ui

L

AN

Yeas, of course, of L meant, that in particulsr.
3 ] 9 k

s - o K
That in parti

been having vourself

c
a busy day. I know because I was watching from over by the

b
O
-
ot
S
o
-t
('\

fountain., That little boy simply wou ave you alone, would
he? I wonder if it's ever occurred 4o you how interesting you

ust be to children, with your cage. that ever occurred

to you? Taking that child as an example -

About thatV'child" -

Tes, well, you needn't go into it, T saw everything., And beflore
that, you had your conversstion with the Policeman., Oh! it's what
I call a busy day. And speaking of that Policeman, don't we lmow

In
i

you once assoclated with him or something?

- “ - . . SR S rrey ] P » oy T - . G
I wesn't "associated" with nimy how would I have conme to he

Revolutionary sequarters,

you might remember

Was he the one you all used to call "Mhe sealot"?

I can't remember cselling him that although he was certainly getting
€ 3 > f

[td

neelf quite a reputation for a Jyoung fellow, I was told he

spent months nmutting the Series Mineteen D

h

30 that the colliers able to digest then. yut hie had to

1 -~ o~ o~ 5 o kT
seep changing the

the

Was 4 repr




I guess note..
T don't know why I'm talking about him so much - I can't

recall ever speaking above

to e pouring your heart oul jusit now.

Well, 1 was pretending not to know himn.

ilyse: You hove been to the CUity of Appeal?

I can be killed, you know, momentari. Thes 5 never one aoment

P T N S v RS e -~
3T Wnicihh L ¢can vhalngk ol

Yes, aslfie., How wearing

About the Uity of

You have not veen there?

No, Alfie.

!
‘ Mave
Hlyse -~ vhy should

that -

;

We're husband and wife, that's true, and [ want what's best for us.

Now we did say something about the "1ty of

byt

it mnd guite glipped my mind, the City

I'11 tell 5t slioped your mindy it was my 1life, thet's what

it was

o
]
£
5

o

©

nat slipped your mind.
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Oh, alive,

ves -

WIFE
Then why do you say -
CON i

- yes, allve, but shattered and driven and I don

Don't make me saying things. look

.
o,

(to nerself,
Well, that's something else

#
| &

e

i

know what,

ny eyes.

inner equation)

SUTCs 6

Whet's this now about teing sure? What do you need to be go sure of?
WIEE
There! You've said 1t! "What do [ need to be sure of?" -~ I can't
decide.
JON? I
Decide what? business have you got going around deciding?

Yihat ig there to decide?
WIPE
Whether -~ I'm going to be plain, ALf - whether I

to te released.

D MAN

1s it possible you think T'm guilty? Or - let me
that you think T'm being rightly punishedt

W1
AL, T sat in that courtroom day after day, and T
any slower than the next women, but I was never e

vt ey A - i P ey vy eyt
stand the charge asgainst you.

under

think you ought

e
t2

out L

don't think I'nm
vern able o
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Of course not! You know, to you, Hlyse, I really shouldn'
to make speeches sbout my feeling for the Revolution.

You took risks you didn't have to so I wouldn't have

alone. You helped me get my proposals into workable

and in the end they were as much your proposals as mine.

"

true even of the one that got me thrown off the Tribunal,

that I'm trying to reproach you at date...Vell,
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